Important people
linked to St Mary de
Crypt

People of significance linked to
St Mary de Crypt and the Old Crypt
Schoolroom
Gloucester has a rich history and within the city there have been
many people who have not only had influence on a local scale but also
nationally and internationally. Some of these people have direct links to St Mary
de Crypt.
The people looked at within this pack are:
• George Whitefield
•

Robert Raikes (additional resources provided)

•

James (Jemmy) Wood (additional resources provided)

•

Benjamin Doyle

•

John and Joan Cook

•

Henry Dene

This is not an exhaustive list of people connected to the church and schoolroom,
there are other notable characters who could be studied.

Resources provided:
• background information on all of the people mentioned
above
•

differentiated fact file templates

•

blank biography template

•

example biography for Robert Raikes

•

related worksheets for each person

•

photographs/images of some of the people and places within Gloucester
linked to them.

Activity ideas:
• write a fact file about one of the people. Each of the children have a copy
of the background information on the people mentioned above. They
should decide which facts are important and what should go into the fact
file. Maybe choose one person and brainstorm as a class. Children then
create their own fact file.
•

use the background information to find out about a chosen person and
complete the worksheet about them.

•

use the background information to complete the fact and opinion
worksheet.

•

use the background information to complete a biography about a chosen
person.

•

write a newspaper report or short story about a chosen person.

George Whitefield
(1714 –1770)
George Whitefield was passionate about inspiring people
about God in creative ways. He was born in 1714 at the Bell
Inn in Southgate Street, Gloucester, just down the road from
St Mary de Crypt and went to school at the Crypt School.
When he was young George realised that he loved to act and he was in fact very
good at it. When he became a preacher he would often act out bible stories in
exciting ways, this contributed to him been known as one of the greatest
preachers of all time.
George was very clever and got a place to study at Oxford University. It was
very expensive to be at university so he got a job as a ‘servitor’ (a servant) for
the wealthier students. Whilst at Oxford University he became good friends
with two brothers called Charles and John Wesley. George, Charles and John
worked together to establish Methodism (a Christian denomination).
George was ordained in Gloucester Cathedral and he preached his first sermon
in St Mary de Crypt Church on 27th June 1736. He adopted the practice of
preaching in the open-air and was vital in encouraging John Wesley to do so for
the first time. In 1739 he preached on Minchinhampton Common and it is
thought that more than 20,000 people came to listen to him.
Throughout his life he raised funds to establish the Bethesda orphanage - the
oldest extant charity in North America.
In an age when crossing the Atlantic Ocean was a long and hazardous journey,
he visited America seven times and had a key role in the evangelical revivals
known as the Great Awakening of 1740. He preached outdoors nearly every day
for months to large crowds as he travelled through the colonies, from New
England to Georgia.
It is estimated that throughout his life, he preached more than 18,000
sermons, to perhaps 10 million hearers.

He portrayed the lives of biblical characters with a realism no one had seen
before. He cried, he danced, he screamed. Among the enthralled was David
Garrick, then the most famous actor in Britain. "I would give a hundred guineas,"
he said, "if I could say 'Oh' like Mr. Whitefield."
His charisma, his voice (which could allegedly be heard over five miles), his small
stature, and even his cross-eyed appearance all served to help make him one of
the first celebrities in the American colonies. Whitefield died in the parsonage
of Old South Presbyterian Church, Newburyport, Massachusetts, on 30th
September, 1770.
Whitefield and Slavery
Whitefield lived in a time when many landowners in the American colonies, and
elsewhere in the British Empire, kept slaves. He was shocked at how badly the
slaves were treated. He told the landowners that they should educate their
slaves and treat them well. He preached to slaves and told them that they were
loved by God and could be saved, just like every other human being. Many slaves
became Christian because of hearing Whitefield preach.
However, Whitefield did not speak out against slavery. In fact, he owned slaves
of his own at the orphanage he set up in Georgia. He campaigned successfully to
make slavery legal in Georgia because he believed that it was not possible to run
big farms without slave labour. When he died, he left fifty slaves in his will
along with his property to his patroness, the Countess of Huntingdon.
About ten years after Whitefield’s death, William Wilberforce started a
campaign to abolish the slave trade. It was finally successful in 1807, though
slavery itself was not abolished in the British Empire until 1833. Slavery
continued in America until 1865, when the slave-owning Confederates in the
South lost the American Civil War.

George
Whitefield
What period of British history was he alive in? When was George Whitefield born and when
did he die?

Where did he live?

What was his job?

How do we know about George Whitefield, what evidence do we have that he lived?

What is his connection to St Mary de Crypt in Gloucester?

What is he best known for in history?

Use the table below to write a summary of your ideas about George
Whitefield. On the left write facts only. On the right put your own ideas about
George Whitefield, e.g. his family, home, his preaching. Remember that the
things you write on the right are your own personal opinion not facts!

What FACTS do you know

What can you guess about

for sure?

George Whitefield?

In your opinion what is the most important thing you think you have learnt about George
Whitefield?

Henry Dene
c.1430-1503
Henry Dene was Prior of Llanthony St Mary and as such patron of St Mary de
Crypt. He is thought to be chiefly responsible for its rebuilding in the late
fifteenth century on the site of the Norman church. Only the two rounded
pillars in the west wall and parts of the crypt remain as evidence of the earlier
building.
A prominent man in his day, he was a member of the King’s Council and ruled
Ireland as Chancellor and Lord Deputy in 1494-96. From 1494-1500 he was
Bishop of Bangor Cathedral where he rebuilt the choir. He was made Archbishop
of Canterbury in 1501 by Henry VII.
Priors were generally known for their hospitality. From the 1230s the Prior of
Llanthony was obliged to serve 1000 poor people with bread and wine or bread,
ale and pottage twice a year. Fortunately, they had plenty of property to
provide funds, including a fish-weir called Cockayne near the Severn, an orchard
near the castle (now the site of the docks) and more land at High Orchard. In
addition they owned 97 churches, 51 manors and seven fine residences in the
neighbourhood, including Quedgeley Manor Farm, Brockworth Court and
Prestbury Priory House.
By the sixteenth century Llanthony was the sixth largest and the tenth richest
Augustinian house in England, a fine prize for Henry VIII when he dissolved the
Priory in 1538.
There is a carving of the head of Henry Dene high up at the east end of the
south aisle.

Henry Dene
What period of British history did Henry Dene live in?

Where did he live?

How do we know about Henry Dene, what evidence do we have that he lived?

What is his connection to St Mary de Crypt in Gloucester? What was his job?

Any other interesting facts?

Use the table below to write a summary of your ideas about Henry Dene. On
the left write facts only. On the right put your own ideas about Henry Dene,
e.g. his family, home, job. Remember that the things you write on the right are
your own personal opinion not facts!

What FACTS do you know

What can you guess about

for sure?

Henry Dene?

In your opinion what is the most important thing you think you have learnt about Henry
Dene?

Benjamin Tomlin Doyle
1820-1912

Doyle, the son of a carpenter, started out as a shoemaker’s apprentice as a
young man. In 1855, not long after the beginning of the Penny Post, he became a
mail sorter and continued at the Post Office until he retired as a postman in
1878. He reminisced that when he started out there were only four postmen
serving the whole of Gloucester city. Doyle had a career as a waiter in later life
and he was much in demand serving at social functions and dinners in
Gloucestershire and beyond.
Doyle lived for many years just across the road from St Mary de Crypt in
Longsmith Street. In 1849 he married Elizabeth Doyle and they had nine
children.
When Benjamin Doyle died in 1912 he had been in the service of St Mary de
Crypt church for 77 years. In 1835 Doyle, aged 15, was appointed to ring the
bell announcing church services and funerals. He later served as parish clerk and
from 1851 until his death aged 92 he was the church sexton under seven
rectors. The word sexton is comes from the Latin word sacristanus.
The sexton's duties were various. Most famously he was the gravedigger. He
was tasked with operating and maintaining machines, e.g. boilers and heaters as

well as having to liaise with contractors and order supplies. He was responsible
for fire protection, arranging furniture and other 'logistical' work. He was also
the grounds man. In fact, he was a factotum, an odd job man, answerable to the
churchwardens.

Doyle was a Tyler in the Royal Gloucestershire Lodge of Freemasons, who helped
to fund the brass memorial tablet to him in the church. Dignitaries and church
people from the city of Gloucester attended his funeral as well as many
residents who remembered: ‘a cheery man… deservedly liked and respected’
(Cheltenham Chronicle 1912).

Benjamin
Doyle
What period of British history did Benjamin Doyle live in?

Where did he live?

How do we know about Benjamin Doyle, what evidence do we have that he lived?

What is his connection to St Mary de Crypt in Gloucester? What was his job?

Any other interesting facts?

Use the table below to write a summary of your ideas about Benjamin Doyle On
the left write facts only. On the right put your own ideas about Benjamin
Doyle e.g. his family, home, job. Remember that the things you write on the
right are your own personal opinion not facts!

What FACTS do you know

What can you guess about

for sure?

Benjamin Doyle?

In your opinion what is the most important thing you think you have learnt about Benjamin
Doyle?

Joan Cooke
In 1528, the ailing John Cooke, mercer and four times mayor
of Gloucester, made a will leaving instruction for his wife
Joan to:

‘establish and ordeyn a continuall frescole of
gramer for the erudicion of children and scolers’.
Joan was the sole executor of the will and was bequeathed
considerable property and land to be used as endowments
for the school. Entrusted to carry out her husband’s wishes

‘as she doo know my full mynde’ Joan proved herself a
skilled civic organizer and a steadfast custodian of John
Cook’s vision.

Letters patent granted in 1539 enabled Joan to purchase the land for the
school and she negotiated a deed between herself, the Mayor and Burgesses of
Gloucester and the Bailiffs and citizens of Worcester deemed to be the
founding charter of The Crypt School.
Built on land that until 1529 was part of the St Mary de Crypt burial ground, the
new grammar school with a schoolroom on the ground floor and quarters for the
schoolmaster above, was an impressive addition to Gloucester’s educational
provision and a tribute to the Cooke’s charitable vision. When she died in 1544
Joan further consolidated the future of the school in her own will.
The Cookes seem to have had no children and in honour of her husband’s
deathbed request Joan did not re-marry. They were buried in St Mary de Crypt
church and their commemorative brasses can be seen in the north transept.
The parish purchased the schoolrooms for £500 in 1860 when the Crypt School
outgrew the building and moved to new premises.

Joan
Cooke
What period of British history was she alive in? When was Joan Cooke born and when
did she die?

Where did she live?

What do we know about her family? Who was John Cooke?

How do we know about Joan Cooke? What evidence do we have that she lived?

What is her connection to the Old Crypt Schoolroom and St Mary de Crypt in
Gloucester?

What is she best known for in history?

Use the table below to write a summary of your ideas about Joan Cooke. On
the left write facts only. On the right put your own ideas about Joan Cook, e.g.
her family, home, job. Remember that the things you write on the right are
your own personal opinion not facts!

What FACTS do you know

What can you guess about

for sure?

Joan Cooke?

In your opinion what is the most important thing you think you have learnt about Joan
Cooke?

Robert Raikes
Robert Raikes is of significant importance within Gloucester and has direct links
to St Mary de Crypt. There are resources looking at various people of
importance linked to the church, however, there are some opportunities for
looking more in depth at Robert Raikes.
Resources provided specifically for Robert Raikes
• background information on Robert Raikes
•

explanation of why Robert Raikes started the Sunday
School

•

fictional story about Robert Raikes using key factual
information

•

Robert Raikes worksheets

•

completed Robert Raikes biography template

•

Robert Raikes and the Sunday School worksheet

Activity ideas:
• Look at the Sunday School provided by Robert Raikes
from a child’s perspective. How might the children
have felt being taught to read and write? How would
they react to being invited to Robert Raikes house
and being given plum cake? What would they have
felt when given a shilling at his funeral? The children
could write these ideas into a story or diary entry.
•

Write a story about Robert Raikes using the fictional
story provided as a stimulus.

Background Information on Robert
Raikes
Robert Raikes was born in Gloucester on 14th September, 1736, and was
baptised in St Mary de Crypt Church.
The Raikes family home was an impressive building on Southgate Street, just
around the corner from Longsmith Street. St Mary de Crypt was the family
church and Robert was educated at the Crypt School.
Robert’s father was the owner of the Gloucester Journal and on his death in
1757, Robert took over the running of the newspaper. The newspaper is now
known as The Citizen and is the 2nd longest continuously published newspaper in
the country. The journal was printed for some time at the Robert Raikes house
in Southgate Street.
When Robert Raikes got married in 1768 he moved back
into Ladybellgate House and his widowed mother Mary
moved into no 36-37 (now divided into two separate
units), the larger of which still houses the printing office.
Raikes held liberal views and used his newspaper to
campaign for prison reform and working class education.
In July 1780 Raikes and a local vicar, Thomas Stock,
decided to start a Sunday School in Gloucester. It is
claimed that Raikes got the idea when a group of rowdy
children were making so much noise outside his office he
could not concentrate on his work. Every Sunday the two
men gave lessons in reading and writing. Raikes was not
the first person to organize a school in a church but by
giving it maximum publicity in the Gloucester Journal, he was able to spread his
ideas to others.
Robert Raikes wife used to make plum cake and invite the children into the
garden of their house to feed them.
The Bishops of Chester and Salisbury gave support to Raikes and in 1875 a
London Society for the Establishment of Sunday Schools was established. In
July 1784 John Wesley recorded in his journal that Sunday Schools were

"springing up everywhere". Two years later it was claimed by Samuel Glasse that
there were over 200,000 children in England attending Sunday Schools.
Robert Raikes retired from the Gloucester Journal in 1802. He died on 5th
April 1811 and was buried in the Church of St. Mary de Crypt. At his funeral
every child was given one shilling (5p) and some plum cake.
There is a statue of Robert Raikes in Gloucester Park.

Why did Robert Raikes
start a Sunday School?
In the late 1700s England had a large underclass of poor people who had moved
from the countryside to the city to work in “factories.” There was at least one
factory in Gloucester that manufactured pins. Children as young as eight years
old worked six days a week in gruesome surroundings for very little money.
Sometimes their small hands would get caught in machinery and their fingers
were cut off. When this happened they were simply dumped on the streets and
new workers were hired. At this time there was no free schooling, only people
who could pay for it could send their children to be educated. If you had no
money your children could not go to school and did not even learn to read or
write.
Sunday was the one day these children got off. The street urchins of the day
survived miserable conditions at work and learned how to be pickpockets and
thieves at a young age. There was no way out of the poverty cycle for these
children.
These children sparked a vision and burden in Robert Raikes. He decided that as
a Christian it was his duty to do something to help these children. His idea was
simple – why not start a school on a Sunday for the poor children, where good
Christian people would teach them to read and write, teach them the 10
commandments and how to behave well. He hoped that with this basic education
they would be able to escape their dreadful lives.
So Raikes started a Sunday School for these poor children. As the parents
could not pay to send their children to school Raikes used his own money to pay
for the school. He recruited other people to help. In 1780 (or maybe 1781) he
started this first Sunday school and paid the teacher himself. She quit soon
after but he hired others.
Since he was a printer, Raikes published large sheets with the Ten
Commandments and other Scripture verses on them so the children could use
them to learn moral principles to live by. These printed sheets were in a sense
the first ‘Sunday school curriculum.’

There is also lots of information on the internet about Robert Raikes and some
great pictures too!

Robert Raikes.
This story uses basic facts but then adds fictional
ideas to tell a story.
Robert knelt beside his father's grave after the funeral. Where
would he go now? What would he do with his life? He'd always
worked beside his father in the printing shop. But now those
days were gone forever.
He mopped his teary face with a handkerchief and stood to his feet.
Leaving the graveyard, Robert walked toward the printing shop that now
belonged to him. He and his father had spent the last several years there,
working on Gloucester’s newspaper, the Gloucester Journal.
Robert opened the creaky front door of the shop and slowly walked
inside. The familiar smell of ink and machinery greeted him. Robert picked up
the last copy of the Gloucester Journal published by his father that year, in
1757. "I'll make you proud, Father," he said aloud. "With God's help, I'll keep
your Gloucester Journal alive."
The days passed and Robert worked hard. He made the newspaper larger,
improved its layout, and hired new writers. Soon even more people wanted to
read the Gloucester Journal!
On his days off, Robert often visited prisoners in Gloucester. There he
found the castoffs of society living in the most appalling circumstances. Most of
them were sick or even dying from overwork. They lived in crowded, filthy
spaces with almost no food. There were children too, sometimes imprisoned
along with the worst criminals. Robert felt sad to see these sick and starving
prisoners. But what could one person do to ease the pain of so many? He decided
to write about the terrible prisons in his newspaper.
The White Slaves of England
One evening he walked down St. Catherine's Street to look for his gardener.
Suddenly, he saw a group of ragged children. They looked just as poor and
overworked as the prisoners he visited. A little boy in a tattered blue shirt
swore as he tackled another boy half his size.

"Git your hands offa me!" the little boy yelled as the two of them
wrestled on the cobblestones. Soon a crowd of children gathered around, noisily
cheering.
"Hey, stop fighting!" Robert shouted at them as he pulled the two boys
apart. "Go home, all of you."
As the children walked away, Robert asked the gardener's wife, "Who are
these children?"
"Ah, pay no mind to them," she answered. "Everyone calls them the white
slaves of England."
"Slaves?" asked Robert.
"They work 12 hours a day or longer in the mills and sweatshops," the
woman answered. "Most of their parents are in prison or dead."
Robert cringed. He knew that if his father had died when he was little, he
could have been one of these poor children. "When do they go to school?" he
asked.
"School? They don't go to school. They have to work to live," she
answered. “And Sundays are the worst. It's their only day off and they run
around like wild animals!"
Sunday Schools Started
Robert knew that the future was grim for these children who had to work all
the time with no hope of an education. Worse yet, with no one to teach them
the good news of the Gospel or how to live God's way, they were likely to end up
cold, sick and starving in the dreadful prisons. An idea began to form in
Robert's mind which he shared with his friend, Reverend Thomas Stock.
"Let's start a Sunday school!" said Robert.
"School on Sunday?" asked Thomas.
"Yes, school on Sunday!" answered Robert. "We'll teach them to read and
write part of the day and teach them the Bible for the rest of the day."
"It's a great idea!" said Thomas.
Robert waited expectantly the first Sunday for the children to come to
the new school, but only a few came.
"Marcy, why don't more of the children come to Sunday School?" he
asked the little red-haired girl with freckles.
Marcy looked down. "Cuz our clothes ain't no good," she answered.
"Now I understand," answered Robert. "Well, you tell your friends that all
they need is a clean face and combed hair, okay, Marcy?"
Marcy smiled. "You're nice."
Robert squatted down beside her. "I'll tell you what, Marcy, I think
you're nice, too. Here's a penny for coming to class today. If you work very hard
and learn your lessons, you'll get a special reward."

"Really?" asked Marcy, her sparkling eyes fixed on the candy Robert held
in his hand. "I'll do my very best!"
Sunday Schools Stop Crime
It didn't take long until Robert Raikes and Reverend Thomas Stock had 100
children ages 6 to 14 attending their Sunday schools. Even though the children
were taught only one day a week, their behaviour began to improve. Now they
had something to look forward to after working so hard every day. The
policemen of the city told Robert that the children weren't stealing and
fighting like before.
Robert waited three years to see if his Sunday Schools were a success.
Then he printed a story about the new Sunday Schools. Soon, about 4,000 new
Sunday Schools were started in towns all over England. Robert even used his
printing press to publish reading books, spelling books, Bible study books, and
copies of the Scriptures for the Sunday Schools.
The World Marches On
One Sunday, Thomas and Robert walked up the street to the Sunday School
building. Thomas said, "Robert, your father would be proud of what you've done
with his newspaper. He'd be proud of your Sunday Schools, too, although you
know--everyone is calling you 'Bobby Wild Goose and his ragged regiment.'"
Robert laughed. "I've been called worse names than 'Wild Goose,' I think," he
answered.
Robert looked around at the hundreds of children now attending his
Sunday School and his face grew quite serious. "Thomas, my father died and his
father before him died. One day we will grow old and die, too. But the world
won't die with us. The world marches forth on the feet of little children."
Thomas patted his friend on the back. "So it does, Robert. So it does."

Make It Real! Questions to help you dig a little deeper and think
a little harder.
1. Can you imagine working 6 days a week, up to 12 hours each day? Why would
these overworked, poverty-stricken children spend their one free day going
to school?
2. Why were the children hesitant to come to Sunday School at first? What are
some things that keep children from coming to Sunday School today?
3. The new Sunday Schools taught two kinds of lessons. They taught reading
and writing part of the day and Bible lessons the rest of the day. Which do
you think was more important for helping the children and why?
4. Do you go to Sunday School? What difference has attending Sunday School
made in your life? Have you ever invited a friend to Sunday School?
5. Many other adults were aware of the white slaves of England, but did nothing
to help. Why do you think Robert Raikes chose to do something to help the
children? What resources did Robert have that he could use to further this
cause?
Source: http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/church-historyfor-kids/robert-raikes-and-how-we-got-sunday-school-11635043.html

Robert
Raikes
What period of British history was he alive in? When was Robert Raikes born and when
did he die?

Where did he live?

What do we know about his family?

How do we know about Robert Raikes, what evidence do we have that he lived?

What is his connection to St Mary de Crypt in Gloucester?

What is he best known for in history?

Use the table below to write a summary of your ideas about Robert Raikes. On the left
write facts only. On the right put your own ideas about Robert Raikes, e.g. his family, home,
job, the Sunday School movement. Remember that the things you write on the right are
your own personal opinion not facts!

What FACTS do you know for

What can you guess about

sure?

Robert Raikes?

In your opinion what is the most important thing you think you have learnt about Robert
Raikes?

Robert Raikes biography planning

Robert Raikes

Introduction:
• Robert Raikes is a famous man from Gloucester who is
best known for setting up one of the first Sunday Schools
in Great Britain
Early Life:
• Born in Gloucester 14th September 1736
• Baptised at St Mary de Crypt
• Educated at the Crypt School
Work:
• 1757 took over running of the Gloucester Journal from
his father
• Newspaper is the 2nd longest continuously published
newspaper in the UK (now known as ‘The Citizen’)
• Published at Raikes house in Southgate Street.
• Used his newspaper to campaign for working class
education
Later life:
• Married in 1768, moved back to Ladybellgate House
• Retired from the Gloucester Journal in 1802
• Died 5th April 1811 and buried at St Mary de Crypt
• At his funeral every child was given one shilling (5p) and
some plum cake
Achievements and Legacy:
• 1780 with Thomas Stock decided to set up a Sunday
School.
• Every Sunday the two men gave lessons in reading and
writing
• Raikes and his wife used to make plum cake and invite the
children back to their house to feed them
• The Bishops of Chester and Salisbury supported Raikes
and set up the ‘Society for the Establishment of Sunday
Schools’.
Conclusion:
• Statue of Robert Raikes in Gloucester Park
• Significant man in the History of the UK.

Robert Raikes and the
Sunday School

Robert Raikes set up the Sunday School movement to help the poor children who
lived in the city. These children worked in horrible conditions, six days a week.
Their only day off was a Sunday.

Have a think and answer the questions below:
Why did Robert Raikes set up the Sunday School?

Why would the children want to go to Sunday School on their only day off?

What do you think the children learnt about during Sunday School?

How do you think Sunday Schools helped children in the past?

James (Jemmy) Wood
James is of significant importance within Gloucester and has direct links to St
Mary de Crypt. There are resources looking at various people of importance
linked to the church, however, there are some opportunities for looking more in
depth at James Wood.

Resources provided for specifically for James Wood
• background information on James Wood
•

James Wood worksheets

•

case study – Should we believe everything we read?

Activity ideas:
• There is a lot of evidence suggesting that James Wood was the
inspiration for the character of ‘Scrooge’ in Charles Dickens’ novel ‘A
Christmas Carol’. The case study provided gives a slightly different view
of James Wood and asks the question ‘should we believe everything we
read?’ The case study gives the stimulus for discussions around how to
trust various historical evidence.

James ‘Jemmy’ Wood
1756-1836
Gloucester Old Bank was one of the oldest private banks in Britain.

It was

founded in 1716 at 22 Westgate Street by James Wood the First. It passed
into the hands of his son, Richard Wood and then, on his death in 1802, to
James ‘Jemmy’ Wood, who became known as ‘The Gloucester Miser’.
The Bank premises also ran a Draper’s shop. It was not unusual at the time for a
bank to operate alongside a shop. Jemmy was in the habit of standing outside
his bank in a scruffy yellow waistcoat and old black tailcoat. Inside he would sit
at a counter, where a row of false coins was nailed as a warning against bringing
forged money onto his premises.
He was also an undertaker at funerals. He acquired Hatherley House and estate
in Down Hatherley when John Turner, another local banker, put it up for sale in
an attempt to avoid bankruptcy.
He was known for his eccentricity and miserliness. It was said he walked
everywhere to avoid the cost of a carriage, and once even travelled in an empty
hearse, in the space normally occupied by the corpse, from Tewkesbury back to
Gloucester. He went down to the docks in order to fill his pockets with lumps of
coal that had fallen from the ships and wore the same ragged clothes for years
on end.
Jemmy Wood served as Sheriff of Gloucester in 1811 and 1813, but reputedly
refused the role of Mayor because of the expense it entailed. Although his
wealth gave him prominence in the city, his miserliness gave him notoriety far
beyond Gloucester. In 1882 a book was written about him, “The Life and
Anecdotes of Jemmy Wood”. It is said that Charles Dickens’ Ebenezer Scrooge
from A Christmas Carol was inspired by James Wood.

He is also mentioned in

Our Mutual Friend and The Pickwick Papers. The extensive court case that
resulted from disputes over his will, which ate up most of the £900,000 and led
to one of the beneficiaries hanging himself, may have inspired the Jarndyce
versus Jarndyce case in Bleak House, although the convoluted and cumbersome
justice system of the time provided many similar examples.
Jemmy never married and after his death the bank was taken over by the
County of Gloucestershire Banking Company in 1838, which eventually became
part of Lloyds Bank in 1897. At his funeral the crowd apparently ‘...evinced a
levity of demeanor inconsistent with the solemnity of the occasion’ and threw
stones at the hearse.

Jemmy left nearly a million pounds in his will, and was

said to be the first ‘commoner’ millionaire.

Jemmy Wood was buried in the family vault at St Mary de Crypt. There is a
commemorative stone (now quite badly worn) to the Wood family in the floor of
the chancel.

Case study – Jemmy Wood
Should we believe everything we
read!
A lot of historical information implies that Jemmy Wood was known for his
eccentricity and miserliness. It was said he walked everywhere to avoid the cost
of a carriage, and once even travelled in an empty hearse, in the space normally
occupied by the corpse, from Tewkesbury back to Gloucester. He went down to
the docks in order to fill his pockets with lumps of coal that had fallen from the
ships and wore the same ragged clothes for years on end. Although his wealth
gave him prominence in the city, his miserliness gave him notoriety far beyond
Gloucester. In 1882 a book was written about him, The Life and Anecdotes of
Jemmy Wood. It is said that Charles Dickens’ Ebenezer Scrooge from A
Christmas Carol was inspired by James Wood. The Gentleman’s Magazine
obituary says that Jemmy Wood was ‘always a bachelor, entertained no company,
visited no one, spent the whole week in his bank or shop, other than his Sundays
where he had a long walk in the country.’ In the last few years a collection of
Probate records were transferred to the Public Record Office, within these
there is information regarding his devious financial dealings.
HOWEVER . . . . .
From the Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological
Society it appears that this may not all be true!
The main sources of information found about Jemmy Wood are an account in the
‘Journal of Institute Bankers’ and a small book written by C.H Savory published
in Cirencester in 1882.
An article written by Irvine Gray in the Transactions of the Bristol and
Gloucestershire Archaeological Society gives further insight and evidence about
Jemmy Wood. Within the article Irvine Gray explains that the recent transfer
of information to the Public Records Office has given access to Jemmy Wood’s
journal. Irvine Gray states that:

“Jemmy paid visits, particularly to Bulley and Corse, where he had
tenants, he sometimes entertained visitors, he received presents of
game, and he certainly enjoyed his food. He records with evident
appreciation the frequent lavish civic banquets in which he took part. . . . .
his occasional walks to Cheltenham and back seem to have been
undertaken in a sporting spirit, for he notes also more than one feat of
long-distance walking or riding by younger men. Altogether we may feel
that the discovery and publication of his journal does some justice to his
memory of a character whose name, to quote Councell’s contemporary
‘History of Gloucester’, was in his time, “of so much celebrity as to be
known in almost every part of Great Britain”, and who
was “perhaps possessed of more wealth than any
commoner in His Majesty’s dominions.”

Have a think about the following questions:
1. How do we find out about the past?
2.
3.
4.
5.

How do we know which sources of information we can trust?
Are some sources of information more reliable than others?
How do we weigh up evidence to give a balanced account?
What are your views about Jemmy Wood? Has Irvine Gray done enough in his
article to persuade you that Jemmy Wood is not as bad as people think or
does other evidence outweigh his arguments?

James Wood
What period of British history was James Wood live in?

Was he known by any other name?

How do we know about James Wood, what evidence do we have that he lived?

What is his connection to St Mary de Crypt in Gloucester?

What was his job?

Any other interesting facts?

Use the table below to write a summary of your ideas about James Wood. On
the left write facts only. On the right put your own ideas about James Wood,
e.g. his family, home, job. Remember that the things you write on the right are
your own personal opinion not facts!

What FACTS do you know for

What can you guess about

sure?

James Wood

In your opinion what is the most important thing you think you have learnt about James
Wood?

Biography planning sheet
Introduction:

Early life:

Work:

Later life and achievements:

Legacy:

Conclusion:

Biography planning sheet

FACT FILE
Background information (e.g. Name,
place of birth)

Name:

Their life

Other interesting facts
Picture

Link to St Mary de Crypt

FACT FILE

Fact File on __________
Full name:
Date of Birth:

Famous for:

Who were they:

Other interesting facts:

Links to St Mary de Crypt:

Facts and opinion
Use the table below to write a summary of your ideas about your chosen person.
On the left write facts only. On the right put your own ideas about them, e.g.
family, hobbies, home, job. Remember that the things you write on the right are
your own personal opinion not facts!

What FACTS do you know
for sure?

What can you guess about
your chosen person?

In your opinion what is the most important thing you think you have learnt about
your chosen person?
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