The Tudors and
Victorians

Child Mortality in Gloucester
The Victorians and the Georgians

The burial records at St Mary de Crypt suggest that during the 19th Century
1 in 5 children died before their second birthday.
For poor families the risks were far greater.
Read the information provided and highlight the information you think is
important in learning about child mortality during this time.
Think specifically about WHY!
Make a list of the key points.
Now think about how things have changed over time. Do we have the same
problems in England today? Write a short summary explaining the key changes
form Victorian and Georgian times to today.
DIG DEEPER – Can you think about other countries around the world? Do some
countries still have high levels of child mortality? Why? What evidence can you
find to support your viewpoint?

Jobs in Victorian Times
Have a look at the following list of jobs from Victorian times:
bodysmaker
haberdasher
mercer
sievemaker

fish-hook-maker
ironmonger
ostler
tanner

glover
joiner
pinner
sadler

hallier
mason
sparrow-catcher
tapster

Do you know what these jobs were? Can you guess from their names? How can
you find out?

Check your answers against the answer sheet.
Did you get any right?

Have a think about jobs in the UK today. Are there any jobs that still exist
from Victorian times? Why do they still exist? Have they changed at all?

How have jobs changed over time? What new jobs do we have today that they
did not have in Victorian times? Why did they not exist then?

Jobs in Victorian Times

Blacksmith
Bodysmaker
Brewer
Carpenter
Chandler
Cobler
Fish-hook-maker
Gardner
Garterweaver
Glover
Gunsmith
Haberdasher
Hallier
Husbandman
Innholder
Ironmonger
Joiner

Made and repaired iron items
Made women’s blouses
Brewed beer
Worked with timber making
furniture and fittings
Made candles
Made and repaired shoes
Made fish hooks and small
metal ware
Worked in the gardens
Made garters to hold
stockings up
Made gloves
Made and repaired guns
Supplied sowing machines
Carried heavy goods by cart
or wagon
Farmer or market gardener
Innkeeper
Worked in metal producing
horse shoes, fire grates etc.
A builder who worked with
wood

Mason
Matmaker
Maltmaker
Mercer
Ostler
Pavour
Pinner
Shoemaker
Sadler
Schoolmaster
Sievemaker
Silkweaver
Smith
Sparrow-catcher
Tanner
Tapster
Weaver
Wiredrawer
Woolcomber

Worked with stone
Weaved mats
Toasted or ‘malted’ barley to
give a flavour for brewing
Merchant who traded cloth
Looked after horses at an inn
Builder who specialised in
paving
Made or sold pins
Leatherworker who made
shoes
Made and repaired saddles
and horse harness
Was in charge at the schools
Made all kinds of sieves for
straining
Made fine silk garments
Made and repaired metal
items
Pest control – sparrows were
very common
Made animal skins into
leather
Barman
Wove all kinds of materials
Heated and stretched metal
to make wire
Prepared wool for spinning

Looking at Tudor Gloucester
Tudor Gloucester was a busy, bustling and important place in
England. If you were to compare it to a street today think
about a busy London street. As one of the main routes in and
out of Wales, many traders and inns used to encourage people
to buy any goods they needed before crossing into Wales.
Stories of ‘Wales having nothing of this quality’ were often
told. Similarly, for travelers returning from Wales,
Gloucester was marketed as a chance to replenish stocks and
have a decent meal and night’s rest.
Westgate Street was the main route to drive animals to and from market.
Herds of cattle and flocks of sheep and geese would have further crowded the
streets adding to the noise of the city as well as churning up and leaving manure
on the roads.
The council had no obligation to maintain the roads and bridges into the city.
Typically, they were muddy, uneven and full of huge ditches. Given the close
proximity of areas such as lower Westgate Street to the quays it often
flooded, washing away much of the road. The floods would also wash sewage out
of the big cesspits on the edge of the city, so the roads would be awash with
that as well. Gloucester’s frequent heavy rain also made puddles a constant
feature of the roads. During the winter the effect of the puddles freezing and
melting caused the ditches to get bigger. Temperatures over the Tudor period
were much lower than they are today, (the River Thames in London would
annually freeze over so thick that ice fairs were held on it), so this was a
common occurrence. Pot holes and ditches could be so bad that cart wheels
would become stuck in them, or break from the constant bumps.

There were no street lights in Tudor Gloucester. It is thought that at least one
person a week would die in Gloucester as a result of an injury caused by falling
in the street.
Some inns and hostelries would have flaming torches outside their premises;
they did this to attract local passing trade. Shops and houses did not do this
and as a result, large areas of Gloucester would have been very dark at night.

You can still see some Tudor buildings in Gloucester today. Tudor buildings were
built like huge three-dimensional jigsaw puzzles. Wood for the Folk Museum in
Southgate Street came from the Forest of Dean. The wood would have been cut
and the framework assembled off-site. Where each piece of wood joined there
would be symbols (carpenter’s marks) to match up the two pieces. The frame
would have then been dismantled and taken to the site. Getting the framework
for this building through the busy streets of Gloucester must have been a real
challenge. The quay side was much closer to the city centre in the Tudor period
than it is now, so much of the wood would have come on barges and then been
taken up the gate streets on carts.

Tudor Schools
There were two types of school in Tudor times:

The Petty School – where young children were taught to read.

The Grammar School – where boys were taught Latin, Greek,
mathematics and religion

Not many children were able to go to school during Tudor times. Those that did
were mainly boys from wealthy families or working families who could afford to
pay the school fee and didn’t need their children to be earning money. Boys
began school at the age of 4 and moved to grammar school at the age of 7.
Daughters of rich men were educated at home and normally had a tutor for
basic studies. Their main schooling was done by their mother who taught them
how to run a household. Boys from the wealthiest families were also sometimes
educated at home by private tutors.
Poor boys and girls would normally be sent out to work long hours in very poor
working conditions. Tudor towns often had a parish school where the local vicar
would teach children to read and write.
People thought that it was important to educate boys for work and to train girls
for marriage and running a household.

Children were taught to write with quills and ink and would practise their writing
by copying the alphabet and the Lord’s Prayer.

There were not many books available in Tudor times, so pupils would read from
hornbooks instead. These were wooden boards which had the alphabet, prayers
or other writings pinned to them. They were covered with a thin layer of
transparent cow’s horn.
Petty schools did not have long hours as this allowed poorer boys to work as well
as receive some education. For those attending grammar school it was usual to
attend six days a week. The school day started at 7.00am in winter and 6.00am
in summer. It finished about 5.00pm.
The punishments were very different from schools
today. Teachers were often very strict and when
children misbehaved they often received a beating
with birches. Birches were a type of cane made of
bundles of birch twigs. Teachers would normally give
50 strokes of the birch. Pupils were sometime too
scared to go to school because of this punishment.
Pupils from wealthy families could often afford a
special friend called a ‘whipping boy’. When the rich
boy misbehaved the whipping-boy received the
punishment on his behalf.

At the start of the Tudor age, schools were in monasteries. The teachers
were monks and priests. However, the monasteries were closed by Henry
VIII during the Reformation in 1540. Therefore, schools had to change.

Rich men paid to have schools
built. These were called grammar
schools. St Mary De Crypt
schoolroom is one of the oldest
grammar schools in the country.
Some poor children
learned to read and write,
but stopped when they
were old enough to go to
Daughters of rich men were

work and earn money to

educated at home and normally

help their families.

had a tutor for some basic
studies. But the main schooling
was done by their mothers, they
were taught how to run a
household.

The main subject
in a grammar
school was Latin.

Who built and paid for
Tudor grammar
schools?
During his brief reign Edward VI continued the confiscation
of church lands begun by his father, Henry VIII, including
the closure of the chantries.
This of course had an impact on the chantry schools.
Parishes all across the country had set up schools attached
to their local church, with the priest often taking the role
of schoolmaster, paid for by the congregation or a gift of
land from a wealthy donor. Many of these now lost both
their masters and the income that had maintained them.
However, Edward did not want education to suffer; he arranged for some land
to be kept to provide income for surviving schools and to found new ones. In
1546 a Chantry Commission was set up to decide which schools should remain
and where new schools were needed.
Edward’s own education had given him firm Protestant beliefs, so the curriculum
of all the new schools was to include rigorous instruction in the Protestant faith.
The goal was to create in the new generation a nation of devout Protestants.
From this time onward, Catholic families would educate their children at home.
In 1548 The Chantry Commissioners recommended that grammar schools should
be set up in Newent, Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury. One of the
Commissioners was a Gloucester lawyer called Richard Pate who noted
that Cheltenham was ‘a meet place to establish… and erect a grammar school’,
which he duly did in 1571.

Schools in Gloucester
The first school in Gloucester was run by the canons
of St Oswald’s Priory, which was then the most
important religious establishment in the city. In
1100 Henry I, who had a liking for Gloucester and
often visited around Christmas to eat the local
lamprey pie, gave the canons a monopoly on schooling
in the city. This meant that nobody else was allowed
to set up a school.
By 1137 St Oswald’s had become much smaller and less important than the new
St Peter’s Abbey (later to become the cathedral). The exclusive right to offer
schooling was taken away from St Oswald’s and given to the canons of Llanthony
Priory, causing an ongoing feud with the Abbey and with the rest of the city for
the next 400 years.
In 1410 a case was brought to the Court of Common Pleas when John Hamlyn,
master of the school, and Richard Darcy, then usher, accused a rival teacher,
one Thomas More, formerly schoolmaster in Hereford, of damaging their
profits when he ‘set up a scole’ in the same town.

In the end, the court ruled that it could not make
decisions over matters to do with
education; that lay entirely in the hands of the
Church. The Priory kept control of education and in
the 15th and 16th centuries we know from rent
records that the priory school still stood in
Schoolhouse Lane (now Longsmith Street).

Meanwhile a Song School had also been established at the growing Abbey of St
Peter to sing in the Lady Chapel in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
In 1515 there is record of the Master of the Gloucester Almonry School
receiving £6 with a gown and two loads of fuel annually, together with a daily
loaf of bread, gallon of beer and two-course dinner. (One can assume that the
school master at least was warm and well-fed.) For this he played the organ,
taught grammar to thirteen boys and singing to six choristers.
Interestingly, it was often women who, as widows and executors of their
husband’s will, or in their own right, were responsible for the founding of both
chantry and grammar schools. Agnes Lewes endowed a school in Lewes in 1508
and Agnes Mellers in Nottingham in 1512.
With the Reformation and Henry VIII’s dissolution of the monasteries in the
1530s and 40s, however, the picture changed rapidly.

Did you know…
William Lily (c.1468 - c.1523) was a grammarian,
scholar, and first headmaster of St Paul's School in London. He wrote the first,
and for many years the only, Latin text book, authorised by Henry
VIII. It was used in every grammar school from 1515 to 1876.

In Gloucester the Abbey of St Peter was dissolved in 1540 and the Almonry
grammar school given over to the care of the newly-founded Cathedral. The
Dean was charged ‘particularly to take care…that the children be profitably
instructed’. The Abbey library was also given to the school, which became known
as the King’s School. Meanwhile the Choristers continued to be educated
separately in the Song School of the Cathedral.

Access to education became particularly important
in the Reformation, as Protestants believed that
everybody should be able to read and understand
the Bible. There were new laws passed about the
books to be used in school, ensuring that pupils
were taught to read English as well as Latin.
During this period Gloucestershire benefitted from the flourishing cloth trade.
When the priory school in Gloucester was closed, there were plenty of wealthy
merchants in the city willing and able to pay for the establishment of a new
school to educate their sons. The curriculum at Grammar schools over the next
century was to develop to serve the needs of these families. By 1742 a school in
Tetbury was advertising in the Gloucester Journal that their school offered:

‘English Grammar, Writing, Arithmetic after the most concise and approved
methods, and in all its various branches; Merchants Accounts, Algebra, the
elements of Geometry, in the plainest manner, with an exhibition of the
Geometrical Solids (instead of their several pictures by Lines); together with
Trigonometry, Surveying, Mensuration and other branches of Practical
Mathematics. Also the use of the Globes and other Mathematical Instruments.’
No mention here of Latin or music.

The Old Crypt School
Room
Joan Cooke was the wife of John Cooke, mercer and brewer. These trades,
dealing as they did in fine cloth and the
manufacture of beer and ale respectively,
were highly lucrative and well-respected. The
Cookes would have been amongst the most
prominent citizens in Gloucester. John had
made his fortune early in life and by
the time of his death in 1528 was able to leave
a considerable sum to Joan, half for her
personal use and the rest for charitable
purposes. He said: ‘she doo knowe my full
mynde’. It would appear they had no children
(or none that survived) and Joan did not
remarry. On his death she made a vow of
chastity and wore a robe and ring indicating that she was a ‘mourning widow’.

The first step was to acquire the land for building the school. They had chosen
the spot, adjacent to the church of St Mary de Crypt, before his death and on
6 October 1529 the then Prior of Llanthony, Richard Hart, granted the land for
the rent of one red rose, to be paid annually on the feast of John the Baptist
(24 June).
It was another nine years however before the next stage was achieved. In May
1538 the king granted Letters Patent allowing the Mayor and Burgesses of
Gloucester to hold land and revenues to the value of £50 a year for the
maintenance of the Grammar School. In 1539 Joan acted shrewdly in purchasing
lands in Podsmead formerly held by Llanthony Priory.

Then on 11 January 1539/40 the Tripartite Indenture was made between Joan
and the cities of Gloucester and Worcester. This set out clearly the
organisation and supervision of the school and its endowments.
By this time the school had been built with rooms for the schoolmaster on the
upper storeys, as was usual: ‘fully and perfectly edified and buyldid with certain
chambers above the seyd Scole house’.
An ‘honest and wellerned scolemaster’ was to be appointed and paid £10 a year
if he was a priest or £9 if a layman. He was also given accommodation above the
schoolroom for himself and his pupils, but expressly not for a wife or family.
The first master appointed was Thomas Yonge.
Joan was also careful to set up regular ‘visitations’ by the worthies of
Gloucester and Worcester (who were to be paid for their time) to check that
everything was in good repair and that the schoolmaster was doing his job.
In her later years she became ‘such an unwieldy
woman for age and unweldynes that she could not
ride nor go herself to soche places’. The portrait,
painted long after her death, may have been a
flattering likeness, but was truthful in displaying
both the closeness of her relationship with her
husband and the dedication they both showed to
Gloucester and its people. She died in 1544, like her
husband leaving many charitable bequests to the
city.

What was taught at a
Grammar School?
The Canterbury Statutes give an idea of how a Tudor school was organised.
There were six classes, forms one to three taught by the usher and four to six
by the head master.
In the first three years they would study Cato, Æsop and Familiar Colloquies,
with Terence and Mantuanus' Eclogues introduced in third form.
In the Fourth Form they started writing
Latin letters, moving on in the Fifth Form
to writing Latin verses, and translating
poets and historians. In the Sixth Form
they worked on Erasmus's Copia Verborum
and made 'varyings', for example turning
sentences of Latin from indirect to direct
speech, and from one tense and mood to
another, 'so as to acquire the faculty of speaking Latin as well as is possible for
boys'. At this stage they were also to read Horace, Cicero and other similar
authors. They were taught rhetoric and learned how to make ‘declamations’,
persuasive speeches on various subjects, 'so that they may leave school well
learned in the practice of argument'.
There were two teachers: the schoolmaster and a junior teacher, called the
usher, who was sometimes a former student of the school. The schoolmaster
was expected to be:
‘…learned in Latin and Greek, of good character and pious life, endowed with the
faculty of teaching, to instruct in piety and adorn with good learning those fifty
boys of our church and all others whatsoever who come to our school to learn.
He shall hold the primacy in our school and be called the head master or chief
teacher’ (from Chapter 27 of the Canterbury Statutes).

The usher however needed only to be competent in Latin so he could teach the
beginnings of grammar to the younger boys, under supervision of the head
master. He was known as the lower master or second teacher and could even be
one of the older students.
The schoolmasters were also expected to teach the boys manners, ensure their
clothes were worn appropriately and kept mended, maintain them ‘free of
worms’ and keep their hands and faces clean.

Tudor school rooms
Some key facts about Tudor schools include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High windows in the schools so boys would not be distracted by
anything happening outside.
Younger boys studied with an usher learning the alphabet and the
Lord’s Prayer from hornbooks.
Boys who were rude or disobedient, who failed a test or spoke English
instead of Latin, were beaten with a birch rod.
A pen knife was used for cutting quills to make ink pens.
An hour glass was filled with sand for telling the time.
Music was a significant part of the curriculum, considered more
important than maths.
Boys sat on benches arranged along the walls. Only the schoolmaster
had a chair and table.
Older boys studied with the schoolmaster translating from Latin to
English and English to Latin. They were permitted to use the books.

The school timetable
The school week ran from Monday to Saturday and all
through the year. The only holidays were the Church ‘Holy
Days’, though these could amount to quite a
number throughout the year. Boys were also sometimes
given an afternoon off by the schoolmaster if they had
worked well.
The school day began early, 6am in summer and 7am in
winter, and finished at 4pm or 5pm. The midday break
came at 11am until 1pm. During this time students living
nearby might go home for lunch, while the boarders would
eat at school. During the lunch break some boys might have additional lessons in
handwriting (sometimes from a professional scribe) or in maths. A large sand
glass was used to keep time in the classroom.

School games/sports
The boys were allowed to play outside; football was a favourite, though it was a
much more dangerous game then, with few rules and far more injuries! Skittles,
dice, marbles, spinning tops and games with bat and ball were all popular.
Battledore or Shuttlecock was played alone or sometimes
in groups standing in a circle. Younger children often
used their hornbooks as bats; ABC books for young
children in later times were sometimes known as
‘battledores’.

Meals
Boys were often given breakfast at around 8am after the first couple of hours
of study. Then lunch would be a bowl of pottage (thick soup or stew) and ‘small
beer’ a very light watery ale. Drinking water at the time could be dangerous as it
carried many diseases.

What would you see in a
Tudor school room?
Ink and Paper
Tudor schoolboys had to make their own ink and cut their own pens out of goose
quills. Carbon inks were made using soot. Iron gall ink was made out
of galls (usually oak-galls), copperas (copper sulphate) or green vitriol (ferrous
sulphate), and gum arabic in different proportions depending on how thick you
wanted your ink. For somebody writing swiftly a thinner ink might be required,
whereas a formal document which needed careful copying would do better with a
thicker, stickier ink. Other additives could be used to change the colour.
Gum arabic is a resin from the acacia tree (Acacia
arabica). It was used to thicken and bind iron-gall inks, so
that the ink didn’t soak into the paper and spread (this is
known as ‘feathering’) and also helped to hold the colour
and make the ink run more slowly. Nowdays we use it
to make fizzy drinks and marshmallows.

Paper at this time was rag paper. It was very absorbent and not always smooth.
To make it suitable for writing on with ink, it had to be treated with size, a
gelatinous goo made from the hooves and skins of animals. This was
worked onto the surface after the paper had been taken from the mould. Paper
for printing needed less size because printer's ink was oil based
and did not run. However, if you wanted to doodle or make notes
in the margin of your printed book, you would first have to rub at
the paper with gum sandarac, or else the ink would blotch and
‘feather’ making your writing illegible.

Vellum was the most expensive writing surface. It was treated with chalk and
pumice to remove as much grease as possible but would still require further
attention before it would take ink well - particularly the flesh side which was
smoother for writing than the hair side, but also greasier. Boys in school would
not have used vellum for writing, but some of the books they used might be
made of vellum.

Quill Pen and Pen Knife
Quills were used as far back as the 6th century A.D. They were easier to cut
than reed and lasted longer. Most
pens were made from goose quills,
but other birds were also used at
times including ravens, crows,
ducks, peacocks, vultures and even
pelicans.
Queen Elizabeth preferred a swan
quill, which lasted longer than
goose, but was a little stiffer.
Choice of quill was important;
clerks writing a great deal might
get through three quills a day.
Boys would also have had to carry a pen knife with a curved sharp edge
narrowing to a point. The writing master would teach the boys how to cut a pen
and finish it depending on the kind of writing you were doing - broad and narrow
strokes for secretary hand or more regular strokes for chancery.

Pisspots
Before flushing toilets and bathrooms, piss pots were a necessary item in Tudor
homes and public buildings. The small openings were designed to contain as much
of the smell as possible. Waste was thrown into the street, but
urine had many uses and was collected for the cloth dyeing process, for leather
tanning and for use in medicines.

Table Manners for Schoolboys at
Tudor Schools
Spread the tables neatly, see that the trenchers [square wooden plates] are clean. Don't
champ your jaws when eating, sit upright, don't put your elbows on the table, take your
food only with three fingers and in small mouthfuls. Remember that you eat to live and
do not live to eat. Use your napkin often, don't bite your food but cut it, nor gnaw your
bones. Only lift the cup with one hand, unless it's of the kind that Theseus or Bel used
to hurl at an enemy; don't look over it while you are drinking, don't swallow it too fast or
drain the pot, or whistle when you drink. Wipe your mouth after it, and wash your hands
and mouth when you leave the table. Bend your knee, join your hands and say 'Prosit' for
grace.

(Winchester Grammar School 1530)

Do you think these are good rules?

If you were to write some rules for your school dining hall would you keep any of the
Tudor ideas?

What would you choose as a consequence for not following the rules? (In Tudor times
the boys would have been punished with birches.)

Highlight the good ideas and then create a new set of rules for a
modern-day school.

What do you notice about this Tudor
schoolroom?
Make a note of the similarities and differences between a Tudor schoolroom and a
21st century school classroom in the UK.

Tudor schools as described by an 11 year old

Tudor schools were completely different from now. Instead of pencils they had
ink quills (basically a feather with a pen at the end). After women were seven
they could not go to school. Not many Tudor people could go to school, it was
only for the rich who could afford for their children to go. Poor children were
taught by their local priests.
People in Tudor schools had to speak in Latin. With their quills they had to write
the alphabet lots of times. There was no detention in Tudor times so their
punishment was to be whipped by a special cane. It looked like a giant candy
cane, they got struck 50 times. So you can tell that Tudor teachers were
extremely strict in Tudor times.

How do we know whether to trust this writing about Tudor schools? Where do
you think the student got this information from?

Where would you look to find out about Tudor schools? How do you know
whether to trust your source?

Do some research about Tudor schools and decide if you think the account
above is accurate or not. What would you change or add?

A Tudor child may wear clothes like the ones in the
picture.
Use the resources available to create your own
Tudor child picture.
What do you wear today?

Use the information you have gathered about Tudor schools and 21st
century schools to create a factual article looking at the similarities
and the differences between the two. Write your ideas onto this
planning sheet.
Introduction:
(explain what your article will be about)

Use 3rd
person

Paragraph 1:
Use bullet points

Paragraph 2:

Add a rhetorical question

Paragraph 3:
Factual
information only

Conclusion:
(a short summary of the key points in your article)

Compare Tudor schools and 21st
century schools
Write down the key facts about schools from the two time periods e.g. length of
school day and school punishments

Tudor schools

21st century schools

A modern day poem about the Tudors
I am meant to write a poem about the Tudor time,
But it is really hard to make it rhyme.
I’ll do my best, so enjoy the rest.
I only know a little but here is what I know,
The Tudors were so terrible, they were everyone’s foe.
They liked gold and riches,
And clothes with lots of stitches.
Their clothes were so fine,
And they really loved to dine.
The pig with the shining red apple stuffed in its jaw,
Let’s hope they do not drop it on the floor.
I have heard about all the diseases, some can really hurt,
And I have heard that the poor were covered in dirt.
I can’t remember anymore,
So I am going to head out of the door.

This poem was written by a child in year 6. As you can tell the poem is mostly
about the Tudors who were rich. Can you research about the poor during the
Tudor time and create a contrasting poem?

The Tudor Rose

In Tudor schools they were taught how to
write in Latin. The phrase below means ‘GIVE
US PEACE’. Try to copy the phrase using the
ink quill.

Dona Nobis
Pacem

